HALACHOS OF YOM TOV

1. Simcha – there is a mitzvah of simcha on Yom Tov – each person should do what makes them happy

2. Two seudos should be eaten on each day of Yom Tov, with lechem mishneh

3. הדלקת נרות – On the first night, there are different minhagim when to light and whether to make the ברכה before lighting or after. Every woman should do according to her mother’s minhag. If she lights after the zman, the candles should be lit from an existing fire and the fire should not be extinguished. On the second night, all women should light after the זמן, from an existing fire, and do not extinguish the fire. 
On both nights, 2 brachos are made: להדליק נר של יום טוב & שהחיינו. 
At kiddush she should answer אמן to her husbands ברכת שהחיינו.
4. מוצאי יום טוב – havdalah is said only on wine, with no בשמים or candle.

5. Washing dishes – the same guidelines apply as on Shabbos, but hot water may be used. (Hot water from a Junkers boiler is prohibited) 
6. Sweeping and washing the floors – sweeping is permitted, washing is not permitted. If the floor is very dirty or sticky, water may be poured on the dirty spots, and pushed away with a stick. 

7. Using a non-Jew is the same as Shabbos – speak to a Rav.

8. Certain kitchen melachos are permitted for what must be eaten that same day – cooking, baking etc. However, to do any of these melachos for the next day of Yom Tov is prohibited. 
9. One may cook a full pot of food or water, even though it is not all for that day. But to add to the pot or put on another pot of food for the next day is prohibited (unless you eat a full portion from it on the first day).
10. It is אסור to cook for a non-Jew.

11. Stove top – Making a new fire is prohibited. A fire can be lit from an existing fire. Raising or lowering a flame for the sake of the food is permitted. עצה to extinguish the fire: if one needs a cup of hot water, you may fill a pot with water to the top and let it overflow and extinguish the fire, and then turn off the gas.
12. Electric oven – use a Shabbos clock. 
13. Squeezing fruits is אסור. Wipes, squeezing wet hair, washing dishes with a sponge – same as Shabbos.

14. Showering – in case of real need – wash half the body, dry, and then wash the second half. Use cold or warm water and liquid soap. Shampoo may be put on the head without lathering (let the water do it). In case of difficulty and pain, one may take a full body shower. Dry the body without squeezing. Babies may be bathed normally in case of need. (Hot water from a Junkers boiler is prohibited) 

15. Carrying is permitted for that day’s use only, without eiruv.
16. מלאכת בורר should be done in the easiest way possible. It does not need to be done close to the meal. There are utensils that are prohibited, e.g. sifter. A noodle strainer is permitted.
17. Measuring is permitted only if exact measurements are needed.
18. It is אסור to do any preparation on the first day for the second day, even if it involves no melacha. For example, one may not set the table on the afternoon of the first day for the night time meal. 
19. One may fill a dirty pot with water or rinse the pot. This is a preventive measure.

20. It is permissible to take food out of the freezer to defrost on the first day for the second day, but it must be done early in the day.

21. עירוב תבשילין – when Yom Tov falls out on Friday, there is a מצוה to make an עירוב תבשילין.  This allows us to prepare on Friday for Shabbos. Any food preparation that is normally permitted on Yom Tov is permissible. This includes washing the dishes. 

22. Even if one is not planning to cook for Shabbos, they should still make an עירוב תבשילין without a bracha in order to light the candles for Shabbos.
23. אמירה לישראל ביום טוב שני – According to R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l one is prohibited to ask a one-dayer to do melacha.
