Halachos of Purim

1. General Hilchos Purim

1.1) Starting from Maariv, Al Hanisim is added in Sh’'mone Esrai in the bracha of o1, before '055 5yy'.
1.2) If one forgot Al Hanisim:

A) If he has not yet said Hashem’s name in the bracha of "1aw 2791', he should go back and say
Al Hanisim.

B) If he already said Hashem’s name in the bracha of "7pw 11, then after %) >pOn (and
before 1315 1 he should say 7Nt 1932 0NN D172 1MIARD NYY TYNI MINDIN DIDI NI WY NIN YN
and then 12y 9noN D70 2",

C) If one has finished Shemoneh Esrei and realized that he forgot Al Hanisim, they do not
repeat Shemoneh Esrei.

1.3) There is an inyan to be happy and have a small seuda at night.
1.4) There is a minhag to wear costumes on Purim.
1.5) On Purim we do not hold back from giving tzedakah to anyone who asks for it.

2. Kriyas HaMegilah

2.1) The Megilah must be heard in its entirety once at night, and once in the morning.

2.2) A person should go to the minyan that has the most people for Krias HaMegilah. However, if one
has a set place in another shul they may go there™.

2.3) Itis forbidden to eat or drink before hearing the Megilah; however, it is permitted to drink water
(there is room to be lenient to have a coffee before hearing the Megilah, especially if it before neitz
hachama)?.

2.4) When the Megilah is leined the night after Ta’anis Esther, in a case of need (i.e. he is weak from
the fast) something small may be eaten before hearing the Megilah®.

2.5) In shul, the Ba’al Korei should stand while reading. If the kriah is taking place in a house, one
does not need to stand while reading*.

2.6) Those listening should stand for the brachos.

2.7) During the leining, one should have in mind to fulfill the mitzvah of Krias HaMegilah.

2.8) While listening to the Megilah, it is important to hear every single word clearly.

2.9) If one did not hear a word, he should immediately read from where he missed and catch up to
the Ba’al Korei; however, care must be taken to read every word correctly.

2.10) If one is unsure whether he missed a word, he does not have to worry at the nighttime reading.
However, at the daytime reading he should read over from that word, as explained above.

2.11) It is integral to pay attention to what is being read without getting distracted.

2.12) Talking is prohibited from when the Ba’al Korei starts the brachos until after the bracha of " 290
2 X" after the Megilah. If one did talk while the Megilah is being leined, he is still yotzei, as long as
he heard all the words.

2.13) Women are obligated to hear the Megilah.
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2.14) At areading of the Megilah where only women are present, one of the women should make the
bracha N9 NP VIS5,

2.15) During the daytime reading, by the bracha of v»>nnv, one should have in mind the other mitzvos
of the day: mn mbwn and o> nTyo.

2.16) One who leaves Yerushalayim for the evening of 97X 7/ with the intention of returning to
Yerushalayim before 'nwn mby of 17/ is required to keep the Purim of Yerushalayim. This is true even
if he did not end up returning.

3. Matanos L Evyonim

3.1) One is obligated to give two gifts to two different poor people (one gift to each poor person).
3.2) Some say it is enough to give a prutah. The minhag is to give enough for a small meal® (in Eretz
Yisroel this would be between five and ten shekalim).

3.3) The actual amount of matanos l'evyonim should not be given from ma’aser money. However,
anything that is added to this amount may be given from ma’aser money.

3.4) Women are obligated to give matanos I'evyonim (a married woman is not included in her
husband’s matanos l'evyonim).

3. Mishloach Manos

3.1) Two portions of food or drink should be sent to one person on the day of Purim.

3.2) It is preferable that the mishloach manos be something for the seudas purim, and that it should
be ready to be eaten.

3.3) Woman are obligated in mishloach manos. It is best if a married woman sends her own mishloach
manos and does not rely on her husband’s.

4. Seudas Purim

4.1) Both men and woman are obligated to have one meal on the day of Purim (many have the minhag
to have a meal at night, or to have an additional meal in the morning; however, the actual obligation
is only one meal during the day).
4.2) One should learn before the seuda.
4.2) One should have in mind to fulfill the mitzvah of Seudas Purim, which is to remember the miracles
that came through the seudos of Esther.
4.4) One should eat meat and drink wine at the seuda. These are things that bring a person to
happiness and enable him to give thanks to Hashem. Woman should eat meat, but they do not need to
drink wine.
4.5) There are different minhagim as to when to make the seuda during the day’.
4.6) By bentching, Al Hanisim is added. If one forgot Al Hanisim:

A) If he still has not recited Hashem’s name in the bracha of "o Sy YN by', then he should
go back and recite Al Hanisim.
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B) If he has passed that point, then after 'oy» 2’ he should insert ooy 25 nwy> XN yPNIN”
PTRN JOI2 DNN DM I1IPMIANRD NYWY IWND MNYAN and continue with "ynoN) 70 1"

C) If one has finished bentching and realized that he forgot Al Hanisim, do not repeat
bentching.
4.8) oo by is said even if the seuda finished after dark (as long as Maariv has not been said).



