Halachos of Chodesh Adar

1. ®Parshas Zachor

1.1) On the Shabbos before Purim, Parshas Zachor is leined as matftir.

1.2) The mitzvah of Zachor’ is to remember what Amalek did to us on our way out of
Mitzrayim (attacking us from behind, in our weakest moment); through this, we should
arouse within ourselves hatred towards Amalek®.

1.3) One should have in mind to fulfill the mitzvah of Zechiras Amalek before the reading.
1.4) If one did not hear every word, he does not need to listen to Parshas Zachor again as long
as the main part of the kriah was heard?.

1.5) Women do not need to go to shul to hear Parshas Zachor; rather they can read Parshas
Zachor from a Chumash at home?.

2. Ta’anis Esther

2.1) A fast day was instituted on the 13t of Adar (Ta’anis Esther) to remind ourselves that
Hashem sees and hears us when we cry out to Him at times of sorrow, just like in the days of
Mordechai and Esther.

2.2) Ta’anis Esther is a unique fast day, for unlike all the other Rabbinic fast days, it was not
instituted in order to remember the Churban. Consequently, there are certain leniencies that
Ta’anis Esther has over other fast days. Therefore, one who is weak should ask a shaila about
fasting. Pregnant or nursing women may be lenient on this fast day.

2.3) It is permitted to shave, shower, and listen to music on Ta’anis Esther.

3. Machatzis Hashekel

3.1) The minhag of ‘Machatzis Hashekel’ is to give half the standard coin of one’s current
country to tzedakah (i.e. in Eretz Yisroel it's a half-shekel, and in America, a half dollar) as a
remembrance of the half-shekel given in the days of the Beis Hamikdash for the public
korbanos.

3.2) The current minhag is to give 3 of these coins, per person®. The prevalent minhag is to
do this on Ta’anis Esther (even when Ta’anis Esther is pushed back to Thursday)°. However,
one can still give Machatzis Hashekel after this point.
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3.3) There are different minhagim whether women need to give Machatzis Hashekel®. One
whose minhag is that women are indeed obligated in the mitzvah would start from over the
age of Bas Mitzvah.

3.4) The prevalent minhag is to give Machatzis Hashekel for males over the age of Bar
Mitzvah. Some give Machatzis Hashekel for sons from a younger age, even when the child is a
baby’. There is no need to give on behalf of girls under the age of Bas Mitzvah.

3.5) Usually, by Mincha of Ta’anis Esther in shul one will find 3 coins wrapped together,
symbolizing the Machatzis Hashekel. A person should ‘buy’ the coins, then lift up the coins,
and afterwards give them to tzedakah.
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