
Halachos of TuB’shvat 

1. The day of TuB’shvat 

1.1) TuB’shvat is the Rosh Hashanah for the trees; therefore the minhag is to eat fruits on TuB’shvat1. 

1.2) Tachanun is not said at Mincha on the afternoon before TuB’shvat, nor on TuB’shvat itself2. 

1.3) There is a minhag to daven for a beautiful Esrog on TuB’shvat3. 

1.4) Some have the minhag to make Esrog jam out of the Esrog that was used the past Succos. 

Shehechiyanu is not recited on this jam4. 

1.5) It is commendable to learn the halachos of Terumos and Ma’asros on TuB’shvat5. 

2. Halachos of Terumos & Ma’sros 

2.1) One who lives in Eretz Yisroel, or even someone who lives outside of Eretz Yisroel but is eating 

produce grown in Eretz Yisroel, must fulfill the mitzvah of separating Terumos and Ma’asros. 

2.2) When purchasing these products or when served these products in a restaurant, one is allowed 

to assume that Terumos and Ma’asros were taken off and can eat the food if there is a reliable 

hechsher in the establishment. 

2.3) One who buys produce directly from a farm, or from a store that does not have a reliable 

hechsher (i.e. in the shuk), is obligated to separate Terumos and Ma’asros. Speak to a Rav for clear 

directions on how to separate. (It's not so difficult.) 

2.4) It is prohibited to separate Terumos and Ma’asros on Shabbos and Yom Tov. If one forgot to 

separate before Shabbos or Yom Tov, a Sheila should be asked. 

 

Shabbos Shirah 

1.1) Many have the minhag to feed bread to birds on Shabbos Shirah (Parshas Beshalach).There are 

two reasons given for this minhag: 

1- To remember the birds that sang ‘Shira’ for us when we crossed the Yam Suf. 

 2- The Mann did not fall on Shabbos; rather, a double portion fell on Friday. The first week in the 

midbar that this happened, Dasan and Aveirum went on Friday night and put out Mann to discredit the 

words of Moshe. The birds ate all this Mann up, thus avoiding any potential Chilul Hashem. 

1.2) It is not considered a disgrace to bread to feed it to birds6. 

1.3) It is forbidden on Shabbos to place food before animals that do not rely on a Jewish person for 

food. This applies to any hefker animal, even if the animal will not normally find its own food. 
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Therefore, it would be prohibited from putting out bread for birds on Shabbos (even on Shabbos 

Shira7). However, there are three reasons to be lenient on Shabbos Shirah: 

 1- The whole issur of feeding animals applies only if the food is placed directly in front of the 

animal. If the food is placed outside in the open, and afterwards the birds come and take it, this may 

be permitted8. 

 2- The purpose of feeding the birds is to remember the joy of Kriyas Yam Suf (and 

specifically to recall that the birds sang ‘Shira’ for us) and not for the sake of feeding the animals9. 

 3- Since the intent of feeding the birds is for a Mitzvah, it is permitted10. 

1.4) One who has the minhag to feed bread to the birds can follow it (due to the reasons above). If 

one does not have this minhag, he or she should put out the bread on Erev Shabbos– and not on 

Shabbos itself if they would like to fulfill this ענין.  
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